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He Is becoming a lost art In

N"t Bb long ago young
Jieeting for n party used to
Kiround the old reed orsan

H- - t lie songs their mothers
H

we sit around the player
an w hen we try to sing It

a miserable effort. We must sing
iiat everybody ;s "inging Every-W- f

body ir doing it Is the motto of
everybody and everybody does with
all his might what he can, but his
might is mighty small.

We have forgotten Hie old songs
$if and we haven't learned the new
H ones. We can't learn the new ones,
H the.v come upon us too rapidly.

What has become of the joung
folks who once sal on the door step--

and sang Robin Adair" and "Swa-ne- e

Iiibber.'" They are no more. If
T oung man tries to sing the old,

songs someone gets a inouro- -

vL " oice ami in a semi-imitati- ve

- cSa and weep-- . He-- thinks he
I "jCuliy smart and tne rest think
B fully smart and that is the

f ' uH.

I 'tne life of the popular song is
about three months. No one would

H UUnk of singing "J Wonder Who
"Jg Kissing He i Now, ' because It Is sev- -

I 1 eial years old It would be n orM
to sing that song than to rid it
ao automobile of the model 1913

They attempt to slug the latest
3 thing) which some-- theatrical com-- i

pan) has brought to towu and one
J or two hum tarough tnt sentences.
J In ordci to combat the ragtimeI j tendency, the United Mates Com- -

4 mlssloner ui Eauaiion has comm -

Jl Cloned 1'. .if. C K. Slilllil of the
if Unlvei'Sltj of Virginia to collect all
'M the old time songs una ballads he
3 could. tie also is seeking for the

old Southern melodies, whicn are
the only real American music.

3 That Professor Smith is having
'it tiouble finding the songs he Is seek- -

J nig is true. He has appealed to th
H vxtri. the country to help him.
Hi When Professor Smith went Ln quest
H of the songs he entered a music

ilSH store in his home town and asked
'MM for a book of old songs.

"Oh, we don't keep any auch
''19 books," the clerk told Smith, and h
.'aH looked hurt to learn such a man as

Smith should ask for an old, old
'jSB BOng book. We keep nothing but
.'H the very latest and vciy lie est

Then Smith appealed to the coua- -
'M try.
jB rhilander r, Glaxton. commis'ion-'- ,

er of education, in speaking of the
.vjHj appointment of Smith said.
j'iH Whatever has at any Lime ap,--
iSta pealed to the best emotions and
VlH moved the heart of a people must
vJB have foj' vheir children and their
'H' children's children political. his- -

r'3B torical, and cultural value This is
, especially true .of folk tales and folkH

"The. Knghsh and Scottish nopu-- I
jH lar ballads helped to mold tl e ehar- -

.Vfl acter of the man and women who
;9 made up tie larger part of the

Colonial population of this conn-- i
try. For generations these ballads
of the lowlands and highlands of

jj Kngland and Scotland were sung
along the Atlantic coast ami in the

SB valles Of the Appalachian Moun- -

tains. Tho descendants of English,
'M Irish, and Scotch-Iris- h colonls'.s

khm, took many of them with them on
'j9 their man n across the continent.I and tho ballads were familiar In

:yB ' hlldhbod to millions of men and
women whose children have never
heard them. Before the march of
the publli school, Ui public library,
urban civilization, and modern In- -

I 'M atistrlal and commercial lifp, they
lrjH have vanished like the fresh, cool
.iH mists of the morning before the

hr.it of tho sun, but they still have
&H their viilue. and we should not per-- ;

AfJ mlt thrni in be-- lost out of our fe.
The nation will .be the poorer if we

'MM BAlHtADS KEPT AETV K
ffim THUOKdl TRADITION.,9 Prof. Smith in his appeal to the
2&iy i" "pic malls lists of the sng and

fiBJ halhid? desired to any who will as- -
figfl slst. With the list he sends the
gSNJ following statement:

"One of the greatest pieces of re- -
frSBI s rch work ever done by an Amerl-ca- n

was Prof, '"ranqls J. .'hlld's
BBBII edition in 10 parts of "The English

Bj ;,nd Scottish Popular Ballads. " He
BHB found that there were C05 of these

BH old ballads, and nobody has vet
9BH succeeded in increasing or dimin- -

BjjH ishinc this number.
H "An Iritereiting discov ery made in

yean is that many of th-s-

old ballads were brought by th
oarlit sf settlers to he United States
and have been kpt alive through
oral irndition ecr since. Pi of.
t'hild made no studied attempt to
collect these iCrrjerlcan survivals,
noting thrm only incidentally. Ho
reports, if my count is correct. 2
ln .Maine, 2 in New Hampshire, 10
in Massachusetts, 6 In Now York,
1 in Pennsylvania, 1 in Maryland, i

in rglnia; In North Carolina, ;mi
1 In South Carolina. If wo omit
duplicates, the total is only 17 Now.
however, at loast ;c of the ballads
in Profi Child's list have boon round
In the I'nltorl Stales and tho Search
has Hardly begun, Phillies Barry,
ef Oimbrldg", Mass.. Prof. U M.
Peldrn. of Missouri. Prof. Clcorge
Lyman Klttrodpo, of Harvard

Prof. John A T(iriM, of
Texas and Pr-- Hubert '.. Bhcarln,
of TOntii'dcy. havo been the lr.idors
in this wbrk of recovery n,i h.tvo.
I hue ma'de every American 'iti.cn
their debtor.

Sidney Lanier did not overstate it
when bo said of theso old ballads, "I
know thai he who walks in the way
chese following ballads point will
be manful In necenfary tiRht, r.ur
in Irario, loyal in lovo, generous io
the poor, tender in the household,
prude nt hi h Inn. plain in gpoorh,
merry upon ooCHdon, simple In

and honest in all thine
Bui if our American versions
not collo.-te- d )iilckly they can never
be collected at all. it is now or
never. Many influences aro tending
to obliterate them. Catchy, but
Ompty, soiikk not worthy of com- -
parisbn with them, tho decadence
of cdmmurtal singing, the crowing
diversity of interests, the appeal to
what Is divisive and separative in
our national life, the presence ofIhe artificial nnd self conscious In
modern writing are depriving our
homes and schoolrooms of a, kind

T literature which, for community
ff fooling, for vigor of narrative,
for Vividness of portraiture, andfor utter simplicity of stylo and con-lo-

Is not surpassed In the wholehistory of English or Americansonp
EACH STATE ASKED
TO All) SEARCH.

"Whether you know anv of those
396 ballads or know of them. Per-haps there is a pupil In your schoolor a . or a patron, or a friendnot connected with the school whoknows, or Is likely to know, several
01 them. The report even of a Crag-- ,

ment will be welcome. You win

be surprised to flnd that many ver-
sions of theso old Sonus are at
your very door or may he obtained
by a little effort and tflLot. You are
not asked to write down and sentf
on any versions of these ballads. It
13 desired i" know, first, how many
of these ballads miJ how many ver-
sions of the same ballad there aro
in each State. 1 1 irt believed that
the public school teachers aie per-
haps bolter flttod than any othors
to Inaugurate h national search, but
iii operation of ail into whose
hinds this circular may fall Is
earnestly requested. When the re-
turns the different States have
been rci eived and classified, another
circular will be Issued Riving results.
With the second circular In hand
each State in which there Is no folk-
lore or ballad society can foi m one
on a definite, hr.sis of ascertained
results, and thus continue the
Search Those States or communl-tle- s

hat already have such societies
can use tho Information thus ac-
quired In whatever way they deem
best. Stats organisations will bs
f"und most cfiUiont in this rescue,
work. Not until each Stale feels
itself responsible for ibe collection
of tht ballads surviving in Its own
borders will the soarrh ho even

complete or tho resnlts
at all satisfactory. But when each
State Joins in a sort of

ballad union n work may bo writ-
ten that shall prove not less slghifl-''n- i

.tmi certainly not less inter-
esting to Americans than Prof.
Child's great work Itself."

In addition to the niui.s brought
to America b' the colonists me the

ngs of the South. The- - South Is
naturally K land of niusi Much
of their melodies, however, are duo

Europe With slight variations In
tune and different words the old
Grerman university songs aro sung
in American colleges today.

The Woman With Forty Cooks.
Wo are not surprised to read that

tho Baltimore woman who had for-
ty different cooks In one year flnal-- K

SUi limbed to nervous prostra-
tion The only wonder is that ?h
survived to loll the tale. What her
special trouble was it is Impossible
to guess. Ml women have much to
undergo from their cooks, but the
experience of forty in a single year
Is rare and wonderful. Wo wish
this mutron would write her

as frankly as Maria
Bashkfrtseff did and Initiate all ol
US into the inner sanctum of her
woes. Tho spectacle would be

horrible, hut a( the same time it
U"'ild bo instructive. Her sorrows
have naturally awakened sympathy
among her Maryland sisters. They
seem to agree unanimously that
something ought to be done to
check this appalling transltortnesi
of cooks. TJie .pien of the kitchen
has reduced herself to a mere float-

ing vision. Today sbe dawns ra-

diantly. Tom or row she is cut down
as a flower and withcreth, or at any
rate she flitteth sway and is not.
No doubt her mistress many a tim
and oft wishes snfi could wi'hor
her nnd wlsheth " in valn- - The
cook flourishes Ilk the Kreen ha'
tree. It is the mistress who pines
and poks. What ought to be dons
about it" The Maryland Daugh-
ters of tho Revolution think the
evanescent cool l,Pnt to be ma'le
to cicn a contract binding her to
personal service for a fixed period.
If she brenks her bond and fades

win to jail, hore.away ho can be
sho ought to havetho chances are,

been in tho first place. Tho mis-

tress at Intervalappearcan then
and read her sermons on tho sin of

fickleness through tho bars. Ibis
simple. Iremodv s fascinatingly

reduces the wicked cook to a peon-ap- e,

slavery, for the pe-

riod
or rather
of h- -r contract. If SUCh B l- a-

that U,persuadedarewere enacted we
tho i,oor Faltimorc woman would

cooks tho next yearnot have forty
or the vear after that.

any cook thenceforth
K we added slavery to

all the other discouraging features
how can we ex- -

serviceof domestic
enter that way of lifer .

J0?,St barely possible that if
fBa dame whose sorrows

the Hiruoro
v,vmnlng had given her cook .

we arp treatment

from the ECWanv compuWon
ture?

IT'S BAD FORM INDEED FOR WOMEN TO SWOON AS IN FORMER DAYS
In gentler days gone by

swooning was supposed to bo the
natural icsponai1 of a young woman
to any untoward stimulus, ln the
novels she swooned Into the arms
of a convenient youth of stalwart
proport ions, who carried her to
safety. What she did In real life
whon there was no sturdy oak about
which she could twine docs not

appear. We have always suspected
that she thon trotted off upon per-
fectly efficient legs, postponing hor
swoon until succor was at hand. To-
day nobody is surprised that the
Wellesley younc women marched
out of their burning dormitory with
entire They urn
praised for their intelligence and
pluck. But nobody wants them to

f.iint. In fact, we should be thor-
oughly ashamed if they had at-

tempted any such nonsense. What
was fashionable. In fact quite de
rlgvieur, a century ago Is now an
annoying bit of Idiocy. We do not
know thai female nerves and cour-
age and physique have changed ex-
tensively. But fashions unques-
tionably have. Perhaps the femin- -

ists and ts of the hourcan explain why.

Pretty Bad.
Blobbs What sort of reputation

has Bjones for veracity?
Slobbs I wouldn't believe himany more than 1 would believe theoldest inhabitant of a small town.

Rcdy for a Wreck. j
enough lifeboats foi

,IAre there
all the passengers?"

there foi

everybody?" tj(

::;;0e;i, hasn't anything been done
r, naratlon for shipwreck?"

'". bund has learned to
pla; Nearer My God to Thee' in 1
the dark"


